
Appendix 1 
 

Proposed Amendments to the GLA’s Standing Orders 
 
 

STANDING ORDER X 

 

 

THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMITTEE 

 

 
X.1 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMITTEE 

 
 
Application:  Subject to paragraph B below, this Standing Order X applies 
to the Assembly, its committees and sub-committees and the Police and 
Crime Committee and its sub-committees. 

 

A.  The Assembly must establish and thereafter maintain a committee of the 
Assembly to be known as the Police and Crime Committee.   

 

B.   The Assembly must arrange for the functions granted to the Assembly by 
the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 (‚the Police and 
Crime Committee Functions and the complaint functions1) to be discharged 
on its behalf by the Committee.   

 

C.   The Assembly must determine, ordinarily at its annual meeting, the number 
of seats of the Police and Crime Committee, appoint the membership of 
the Committee (noting that persons who are not Members of the Assembly 
may be members of the Police and Crime Committee) and determine the 
term of office of the members of the Committee. 

 

D.   The Executive Director of Secretariat, further to a decision of the 
Assembly, and in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair of the 
Assembly and party Group leaders will draw up procedures for the 

                                                 
1 The Police and Crime Committee Functions are those conferred by section 33 of the Police 
Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 and section 60A and Schedule 4A of the Greater 
London Authority Act 1999 as amended.  The complaint functions are those conferred by 
section 31 of the Police Act and under the Elected Local Policing Bodies (Complaints and 
Misconduct) Regulations made under the Police Act. 



appointment of members of the Police and Crime Committee who are not 
Assembly Members. 

 

E.   The Assembly may, from within the appointed membership of the 
Committee and at each annual meeting of the Assembly or otherwise when 
a vacancy arises in the office, determine the identity of the Chair (and 
Deputy Chair (if any), or determine that the Police and Crime Committee is 
to appoint the Chair (and Deputy Chair (if any)). 

 

F.   The Assembly must determine the terms of reference of the Police and 
Crime Committee; which must include the statutory functions of the 
Assembly’s Police and Crime Committee and the relevant statutory 
complaint-handling functions. 

 
G.   The special scrutiny functions granted by section 33(1) of the Police 

Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 and by section 60A of and 
schedule 4A of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 as amended2 may 
only be exercised at a meeting of the whole Police and Crime Committee, 
which must be quorate in accordance with Standing Order 2.4. 

 
H.   The Police and Crime Committee may appoint a sub-committee to 

discharge any of its formal functions of the Committee except the special 
scrutiny functions referred to in Standing Order X.1.G above; it may 
appoint informal groups of its members in order to undertake work on its 
behalf from within its remit and to make recommendations back to the 
Committee or one of its sub-committees for decision(s). 

 
I.   The number of members of any sub-committee of the Police and Crime 

Committee and their terms of office are to be fixed by the Committee.  
Persons who are not members of the Assembly may be members of a sub-
committee.  

 
J.   Standing Order 8.1 Committees and Sub-committees applies except as to 

paragraphs E, F, G and J which are dealt with by this Standing Order. 
Otherwise, the ‘application’ section of each chapter of the Authority’s 
Standing Orders details the applicability of the remainder of the Standing 
Orders to this Committee. 

                                                 
2 These are functions are to: (a) review the draft police and crime plan, or draft variation, given 
to the Assembly by the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime in accordance with section 
6(6)(c), and (b) make a report or recommendations on the draft plan or variation to the Mayor’s 
Office for Policing and Crime; and to hold a confirmation hearing in respect of the appointment 
of the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime and exercise the Committee’s power of veto if the 
candidate is not an Assembly Member. 
 



 
X.2 CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 

 
 
Application:  Applies to the Police and Crime Committee and any sub-
committee of the Committee.   

 

A.  Where the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime proposes to make an 
appointment to the office of Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime as 
specified in section 60A(3) of the GLA Act, the Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime must notify the Chair of the London Assembly’s Police and 
Crime Committee in writing (copied to the Executive Director of 
Secretariat) of the person whom he intends to appoint (‚the candidate‛). 

 

B.  In accordance with the provisions of Schedule 4A to the GLA Act 1999 (as 
amended), the Chair of the Committee has delegated authority: (i)  to 
decide whether to hold a confirmation hearing for the Mayor’s Office for 
Policing and Crime candidate for appointment to the office of Deputy 
Mayor for Policing and Crime listed in Section 60A(3) of the Act; and (ii) to 
request that the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime candidate for 
appointment produce, under paragraph 6(4) of Schedule 4A of the GLA 
Act, documents that relate to his or her proposed appointment. 

 

C.  A notice requesting a candidate for appointment to attend a confirmation 
hearing will be sent by the Authority's Head of Paid Service in accordance 
with paragraph 7 of Schedule 4A of the GLA Act and the notice may 
specify any documents that the Chair of the Police and Crime Committee 
has requested the candidate to produce under Standing Order X.2.B above. 

 

D.  Confirmation Hearings will be held in accordance with Section 60A and 

Schedule 4A of the GLA Act. 

 

E.  The Police and Crime Committee will normally meet in public, but will 
consider any reasonable request from the candidate to meet in private 
under the provisions of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

F.  The scope of questions to be asked by the Police and Crime Committee can 
include anything reasonable and relevant to the candidate’s fitness for 
office and ability to do the job. 



 

G.  Following any confirmation hearing, the Chair of the Police and Crime 
Committee will write to the Mayor within three weeks of the date of 
notification of the appointment in Standing order X.2.B above, to 
communicate the Committee’s recommendation as to whether or not the 
candidate should be appointed to office, and of any motion passed to veto 
the appointment under Standing Order X.2.H and I below, and will also 
ensure that the Assembly is notified of every such decision. 

 

H The Committee may veto the appointment of the candidate as Deputy 
Mayor for Policing and Crime where the candidate is not a member of the 
London Assembly. 

 

I. If the Committee votes by at least two-thirds of the members present and 
voting, for the following motion, where that the candidate is not a member 
of the London Assembly: 

 

 The Police and Crime Committee hereby resolves to veto the proposed 
appointment of ………………… as Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime. 

 

Then, if the Chair of the Police and Crime Committee notifies the Mayor’s 
Office for Policing and Crime of the motion to veto within three weeks of 
the notification of the proposed appointment by the Mayor’s Office for 
Policing and Crime under Standing Order X.2.C, the Mayor’s Office must 
not appoint the candidate as Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime3.  

 

                                                 
3 Paragraph 10 of schedule 4A The Greater London Authority Act 1999 as amended. 
 



X.3 THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMITTEE AND THE LONDON 
ASSEMBLY 

 
 
Application:  Applies to the London Assembly, its committees and sub-
committees including the Police and Crime Committee and its sub-
committees.   
 

A.  The Assembly may not arrange for any of its other functions to be 
discharged by the Police and Crime Committee.   

 

B.  The Assembly cannot exercise any of the special scrutiny functions 
delegated to the Police and Crime Committee by the Police Reform and 
Social Responsibility Act 2011 and section 54(5) of the GLA Act does not 
apply to the Committee in this respect. 

 

C.  For the avoidance of doubt: the Mayor is still required to meet his/her 
statutory responsibilities in respect of Mayor’s Question Time meetings and 
related procedures and all other responsibilities in respect of scrutiny by 
the London Assembly as set out in the various relevant Acts of Parliament, 
regulations and these Standing Orders; the Assembly and its Committees 
and Sub-committees may continue to invite the Commissioner of Police for 
the Metropolis and/or his/her representatives for questioning on relevant 
matters in London as is deemed necessary; and the Assembly could 
summons the person holding the office of Deputy Mayor for Policing to 
answer relevant questions, as permitted by the GLA Act and these Standing 
Orders. 

 



X.4 QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR’S OFFICE FOR POLICING AND CRIME 
 
 
Application:  Applies to the Police and Crime Committee.   
 

A.  This Standing Order governs the questioning of the Mayor’s Office 
for Policing and Crime, the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime (or 
any person who has held either of those posts within eight years of 
the request), any member of staff of the Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime and other persons or representatives of bodies requested 
(but not required4) to attend Police and Crime Committee meetings 
or their sub-committees (except in relation to the exercise of special 
scrutiny functions which can not be delegated to a sub-committee of 
the Committee), which persons for the avoidance of doubt include 
the Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis requested to attend 
under section 33 (8) of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility 
Act. 

 
B.  The Chair of the Police and Crime Committee may from time to time 

approve detailed rules and procedures for the conduct of 
questioning the parties required to attend in accordance with 
Standing Order X.4.A above, following consultation with the MOPC, 
Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime and the Leaders of the Political 
Groups. 

 
C.  The procedures may include reference (but are not limited to) to the 

number and scope of questions Members may deposit under this 
Standing Order, the consolidation of similar questions, the rejection 
of duplicate questions and, at the meeting, the ordering, themes and 
number of questions and supplementary questions (including their 
scope), the time to be allotted to different questions, and how time 
should be extended beyond any time limit to be imposed to allow for 
a question (including supplementaries) to which the parties required 
to attend in accordance with Standing Order X.4.A above, are then 
responding, to be completed. 

 
D.  For the avoidance of doubt, this Standing Order X.4 shall not govern 

or restrict the formal exercise of the powers to require MOPC staff to 
attend the Police and Crime Committee under section 32 of the 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act or to require the 
attendance of witnesses and production of documents under 
sections 61 to 65 or 110 of the GLA Act. 

                                                 
4 Required‛ in this Standing Order X.4 refers to being required to attend the meeting under 
section 33 of the Police Act. 



 
E. The Committee may exercise such of the powers under section 33 

(5) to (9) of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act as they 
consider appropriate in the circumstances to require any person to 
whom section 33 (6)(2) applies, to: 

 
 (1) Attend the proceedings of the Committee for the purpose of 

giving evidence; and/or 
 

 (2) Produce to the Committee documents in his/her possession or 
under his/her control. 
 

F.  The exercise of the Committee’s powers under section 33(5) to 
require attendance may not be delegated by the Committee to a 
sub-committee or to an individual Assembly Member or to any 
member of staff of the Authority.5 

                                                 
5 By s62(1) of the GLA Act, neither ordinary subcommittees nor advisory committees or advisory 
subcommittees can exercise these powers. 
 



X.5 THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMITTEE AND THE ANNUAL REPORT 
AND POLICE AND CRIME PLAN 

 
 
Application:  Applies to the Police and Crime Committee and its sub-
committees.   
 

A.  The Police and Crime Committee or a sub-committee may on receipt 
of the annual report produced by the Mayor’s Office for Policing and 
Crime, in accordance with section 12 of the Police Reform and Social 
Responsibility Act 2011, hold a meeting to ask the MOPC such 
questions about the report as it sees fit, review the report and 
submit proposals to the MOPC on the report. 

 
B. In accordance with section 6(6)(c) of the Police Reform and Social 

Responsibility Act, the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime is required to 
send a draft Police and Crime Plan or a variation of an existing plan to the 
Committee. 

 

C. In accordance with section 33(1) of the Police Reform and Social 
Responsibility Act, the Committee must review the draft plan or variation 
and make a report or recommendation to the Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime.  The MOPC is required to: 

  

(i) have regard to any report or recommendations made by the Committee 
to the draft strategies or variations; and 

 

(ii) give the Committee a response to any such report or recommendations 
and publish that response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
X.6 THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMITTEE AND CONDUCT MATTERS 

 
 
Application:  Applies to the Police and Crime Committee and its sub-
committees.   
 

A.  The Police and Crime Committee will approve formal procedures by 
which it will deal with complaints about conduct matters in 
accordance with section 31 and schedule 7 of the Police Act 2011 
and the Elected Local Policing Bodies (Complaints and Misconduct) 
Regulations 2011. 

 



 
3.20 SCOPE AND PROCEDURE FOR LODGING PETITIONS 
 
Application: applies to the Assembly only. 
 
A. Any member of the public or representative of an organisation may 
request in accordance with this Standing Order that a Member of the 
Assembly presents a petition to a plenary meeting[1] of the Assembly 
concerning any matter: 
 
(1) within the responsibilities of the Mayor of London or London Assembly, 
or the Functional Bodies; or 
 
2) otherwise of importance to Londoners, including those who visit, live or 
work in Greater London. 
 
B. In order to be considered a petition must: 
 
(1) be addressed to the Mayor, the Assembly, a Functional Body (as the 
case may be); 
 
(2) clearly indicate the name, address and contact telephone number of the 
person organising the petition, or where the petition was organised on the 
internet, its data controller[2]; 
 
(3) be presented in the form of printed sheets, each of which includes the 
‚prayer‛ of the petition (the ‚prayer‛ is the formal request or other matter 
that the petition is about) or, if the petition was organised on the internet, 
clearly demonstrate that internet users who subscribed to the petition knew 
what the prayer was; 
 
(4) include each petitioner’s name and address (sufficient that the person 
and their address can be identified), as well as his/her signature or, where 
the petition was organised on the internet, their names and email 
addresses; 
 
(5) indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the 
petition. 
 
(6) Young people aged 17 or under signing a petition may give their 
address as that of the school, or other recognised youth group or similar 
organisation that they attend (with details of their class name where 
appropriate), provided that the lead petitioner is a teacher at or leader of 
that school or youth group or similar organisation. 



 
C. Written notice of intention to present a petition at an Assembly meeting, 
together with a copy of it, must be delivered to the Executive Director of 
Secretariat by no later than 12 noon six clear working days before the date 
of the meeting. 
 
D. The Executive Director of Secretariat will look at the petition to ensure 
that it complies with the requirements of this Standing Order and will bring 
any problem or defect to the Chair’s attention. 
 
E. The Chair may rule on the admissibility of the petition and may exclude 
any that fail to comply with this Standing Order. 
 
F. Petitions may not be presented to committees or to the Assembly’s 
Annual Meeting or to either of the two Assembly Budget Meetings. 
 
 
Notes and definitions 
[1] An Assembly plenary meeting in paragraph A is one that is not an MQT, 
the Annual Meeting or an Assembly Budget Meeting. 
[2] ‚Data controller‛ in paragraph B(2) above has the meaning given to it 
in the Data Protection Act 1998 as (subject to subsection 1(4) of that Act): 
“a person who (either alone or jointly or in common with other persons) 
determines the purposes for which and the manner in which any personal 
data are, or are to be, processed.” Section 1(4) states: “Where personal 
data are processed only for purposes for which they are required by or 
under any enactment to be processed, the person on whom the obligation 
to process the data is imposed by or under that enactment is for the 
purposes of this Act the data controller.” 
 
 



3.21 PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS TO THE ASSEMBLY 
 
Application: applies to the Assembly only. 
 
A. An Assembly Member presenting a petition accepted under Standing 
Order 3.20 shall do so by reading out the request or ‚prayer‛ of the 
petition (but not the names of the signatories). Otherwise, on that 
occasion he or she shall not speak on the petition and the petition will not 
be debated. 
 
B. If the Assembly Member due to present the petition is not in 
attendance, an alternative Assembly Member may present it subject to the 
permission of the Chair. 
 
C. The Assembly will decide, by a vote without debate, whether or not to 
forward the petition to the Mayor, a Functional Body, a committee or some 
other appropriate organisation with a request for a response to the points 
made in the prayer to the petition. 
 
D. Any response received will be reported to the Assembly for information 
and forwarded to the petition’s organiser. 
 
E. The petition, including the text of the prayer but not its signatories, will 
be reported in the minutes of the meeting to which it was presented. The 
subsequent response (if any) received will be published in the minutes of 
the next appropriate Assembly meeting. 
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